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For decades, we’ve talked about the need for implementing modern infrastructure to the

Highway 65 corridor in order to make new development there possible. My vision for the area

seemed impossible to achieve. The ability to develop sports, entertainment, and industrial

zones will bring good jobs to our community that we desperately needed even before the

coronavirus recession hit. Now we need it more than ever.

Last month, the Yuba Water Agency Board of Directors voted to approve $3.5 million in support

to the Olivehurst Public Utility District -- half of that as a low-interest loan, the other half would

be a grant. This money will be used to design the wastewater and water distribution system

throughout this corridor. This is critical to jump-starting our economy, helping us recover from

the huge hit we’ve taken in the last couple of months.

Brent Hastey, vice-chairman of the Yuba Water board, said it well when he said, “I can’t think of

any project we could do that will be more impactful than this will be, as we try to dig our way

out of this recession caused by the coronavirus. Having shovel-ready projects that will bring

jobs to the area is going to be really important as economic recovery e�orts get underway.”
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As a director on the OPUD board, I really appreciate the vision of the Yuba Water Agency

board. Our shared commitment to invest in Yuba County will help spark a better quality of life

for all of us. Yuba Water has always been there for us and they have always had a vested

interest in our community.

During the 2008 economic downturn, Yuba County and Yuba Water stepped up to provide

nearly all of the local cost-share of $53 million dollars for the Feather River Setback Levee

which has signi�cantly reduced �ood risk to an area that had been battered by �ooding in 1986

and 1997. In fact, Yuba Water is spending more than $5 million a year to repay the bonds that

helped get that project completed.
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list, but most forget to claim them.
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That levee repair was part of a much larger project covering 29 miles of levees, with several

partners, including state and local agencies, that brought a total of approximately $600 million

in improvements to our area. The last piece of that puzzle, the levee work from Simpson Lane

to the Gold�elds, is under construction now. Yuba Water has been a key player in e�orts to

help �nance one of the best levee systems in California.

It’s reassuring to know that our community has this incredible asset and partner in Yuba

County. I’m so glad that we �nally have a reliable revenue source that exists to improve public

safety, ensure a sustainable water supply and invest in our future.

These investments will be a game-changer for a community that has been at a disadvantage

for far too long.
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Mary Jane Griego is a director with the Olivehurst Public Utility District.

Do Not Forget 2020 Bene�ts
Adults over 55 are entitled to the 9 bene�ts on this
list, but most forget to claim them.

Quick Ways to Save Open

Dr. Brite | Sponsored

Senior Living | Sponsored

Gerber Life Insurance | Sponsored

Buy Hand Sanitizer Today - Fast Shipping

New Senior Apartments Near Sacramento Are A Dream Come True

Is Your Child Insured? Get a Free Life Insurance Quote Today

Obsev | Sponsored

Tips and Tricks | Sponsored

Owners Tell Vet Dog's Pregnant, But When He Sees Scan He Passes Out

This is the brilliant reason why you should pour dish soap in your toilet!

SUV | Sponsored

NewRetirement | Sponsored

These SUVs Are So Cool It's Hard to Believe They Cost Under $25K! Search For
Best Crossover SUV 2020

How Much Money Do You Really Get from a Reverse Mortgage?

New Wearable Air Conditioner Destroys Heat
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